6	THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SITUATION
Many beginnings have been made for schools to work with
government and private social agencies to help people im-
prove or maintain their health, intellectual progress, and
financial and social living levels. If the schools are to expand
these beginnings into accepted procedures and be effective
in their primary function—education—many of them will
need to revise their programs in terms of the needs of chil-
dren, youth, and adults. Contrary to the opinion of certain
educators, such revisions need not conflict with important
learnings but may further them. If education is to keep pace
with the needs of the children, its personnel will need to en-
list the active interest of the lay public, the children, and their
parents in the program of the schools. Only in this way may
anyone hope to keep a position of leadership in national edu-
cation and affairs.
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL ADAPTATION IS SOUGHT
the school provides social experiences
Studies of the published and unpublished curriculums of
school systems and individual schools show a universal effort
to help children become healthy, wholesome, cooperative citi-
zens. Stated goals and activities recommended to stress guid-
ance in personal growth and development and desirable social
relationships reveal that schools accept the responsibility to
carry forward these aspects of the child's social education.
This may or may riot have been well begun in his home.
In-school experiences have been limited. Observations and
objective studies of current practices in elementary schools
reveal unequal opportunity for children to have adequate
social guidance. Actually, only certain schools, and, within
schools, only certain teachers and pupils work together on
projects which relate to social problems of living. Children
cannot be interested in matters too far removed from their
own lives, and many problems set up in school for study are
more like subject-matter-to-be-learned than problem-solving
situations which develop intelligent social living.

